Cultural le

he warehouse studio in
Owings Mills where art-
ist Smadar Livne cre-
ates each day is as colorful
and complex as one of her

multimedia pieces.

A quick glance at the antist’s surroundings
might overwhelm the nonartist’s eve. But as
one peers into the piles of brightly colored
felt, swaiches of patterned fabric. rows of
acrylic paints, mock-ups for arwork past and
present, stacks of work in progress and com-
pleted work ready for art shows and gallery
exhibits, one senses the beauty that manifests
from her prolific efforts.

“I come every day to the studio and do
something, even weekends,” says the award-
winning artist. Her work, centering on Ju-
daica, Kabbalah and her beloved homeland,
Israel, is widely acclaimed locally. nationally
and internationally.

Known for incorporating vibrant, energetic
colors and multilayered meanings or messag-
es into each artistic piece, Livine works with
mixed media on canvas — a technique she
says she loves — using acrylic paints along
with surprising materials such as bits of wood
and metal, sequins, beads, jewels, glitter and
pages torn from centuries-old books. Livne
also creates fiber ant including sculptures,
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Smadar Livne stands in front of o painting that was commissioned by the Jewish Com-
munity Center. The orfwork is part of a seres of three lllustrating the garden of Eden.

Another current
<. which she calls

wall hangings and collages
artistic endeavor is ce
her “hobby.”

Layering her work

Demonstrating  her  collage  technique,
Livne unrolls fabrics in eve-catching floral
prints, primary colors and pastels — some
with shimmering metallic threads that catch
the light — pinning them in place on a Sty-
rofoam board. She meticulously secures mul-
tiple lengths and textures of fabrics through
a painstaking process of well-positioned
straight-needle punctures.

“I like to work with layers,” Livne says of
her fabric collages, which she describes as a
“more delicate ant” that becomes sturdy once
supportive backings are L!]il!.*( in place f
finished wall hangings. She dosnt spect
the number of hot t o ¢
collage, only th 3
time.” She ment 3t some of her fzbnc
collages are designed ¢
placed side by side,
diptychs and triptvchs.

As some of her pieces dry, Livne mult-
tasks, tackling several other projects, 'I'I e
hundreds of pieces stored in her warehouse
will be displayed at upcoming ant shows and
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exhibits.

“80 1 don't waste my time,” says Livne, “1
work on other pieces.”

When Livie paints, she always has some-
thing in mind, perhaps a theme such as
books or poems by Jewish philosophers or
short stories by Istaeli writers.

“I use real photos and text, and then
change them,” she says. “1 use culture and
put it in my art. My invention is the way |
put it on the canvas.” She adds, "My heri-
tage is very beautiful and it has influenced
my work.” When the arist i
new themes, ideas
work, Livie savs ta

the well

..... “Contem-
i usually convey
edncsmers] messapes about heritage. “Some
zme obwaons,” she savs, “but my interpreta-
I abstract.” Her technique is
ved nor careful, she admits. She
rs bold color and wild strokes. “I just
throw [paint] out, and it comes together,” she
says of her work.

Dr. Eval Bor, director of education for
Beth El Schools, says that he and his wife
collect Israeli art and have about a half-dozen
works by Livne,
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“I saw the talent of Smadar the moment 1
was introduced to her,” he says. Bor explains
that he most admires her work for its depic-
tion of historic versus modern lsrael, and the
way she objectively portrays its beauty and

people.

“1 have two large pieces by her
sent everything in Israel that [ love
“When 1 am reading or sitting
enjoy looking at pieces of art tha
feel 1 am in the Holy Land.

A style of her own

Educated at Haifa Universitv i Lnme's
native Israel, this lifelong artist savs
name no artistic influences.

“I try to create my own style,” Livoe savs

Admirers of her style often remark }
“energy” of her pieces, she says.
“Each piece has a focal point.” Livne
plains. “Every time you lock, vou can f
more details, something you didnt nos
before. It's not boring.”

One anonymous admirer of Livoe s
says she recently purchased a piece ¢
holds great meaning for her family

“Each time I look at it, [ find something
new and engaging.”

The portrait came
about through® a se-
res of serendipitous
events, according to
the woman. “There
are no coincidences.”
she savs. She describes
how Livne's artwork
once caught her atten-
tion in a way she never
forgot. She soon moved
and a friend gave her,
as a ]1111|m:"'.\".1r|:'|'.:1:_\;
gift, a poster depicting
one of Livne's piec-
es. Around the same
time, she also had
enrolled in a class at
the Baltimore Hebrew
University. “1 went to
Kabbalah class,” she
savs, “and who was in
that class but Smadar.
Shorly thereafter, we
et imvolved in doing

2 ™

created

yas, “Our piece is special because we cre-

ated it in collaboration with her, It was com-
missioned work designed to include refer-
ences to our family members and Holocaust
background.”

Describing Livne's dedication to creating
custom-made artwork, the woman further ex-
plains, “Smadar sensed our mood and trans-
lated it into colors, images, ideas and mes-
sages. After visiting our home meeting

our family, what she brought on the
canvas mirrored our life stories.” she says.
In demand

Livne’s works can be seen in many publ

venues as well, including Jewis
centers in Baltimore and Washington
banks, hotels and galleries. She panicpates
in juried art shows across the countnv and
held her first studio open house at the end
of 2005.

Claudine Davison, assistant doecor
ants and culture and gallery curator for th
Baltimore Jewish Communitv Center
became familiar with Livne's w it 1
vearsago. Shesaysthata donor purchased one

f Livne’s triptychs, which Davison desimbes

as a “majestic piece,” and gave it to the JCC,
where it now hangs at its Owings Mills loca-
tion. Another piece, is displayed at the Park
Heights JCC.

Commenting on Livne's work ethic, Da-
vison observes, “Smadar is a like a force of
nature, She is always upbeat and smiling
while she works, has a family and runs a
business,” she savs. Davison says that al-
though™a standout ¢ s in Livne's work
is her fine sense of xuln ‘her work is not
done for color's sake.” Livie's works empha-
size spirituality. “There is a lesson trying to
make us feel good about the world, abowt
life — about feeling hopeful and optimistic,”
says Davison.

Often overwhelmed by the positive re-
sponse of admirers and collectors of her an-
work, Livne says she likes to remind them
of their courage. “The courage to buy art is
greater than the courage to create it,” the an-
ist SAys,

To learn more about Smadar Livme or
to see some of her cumrent
to www.smadardivne.com or visit the Sma-
dar Livne Gallery, 8600 Foundry 5. a
Savage Mill. @

works, log on
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Phatos by Shamy Dibar



